THE MARGARET R. BECKLAKE FELLOWSHIP IN RESPIRATORY RESEARCH
2024 APPLICATION


We invite applications for the Margaret R. Becklake Fellowship in Respiratory Research, at the Research Institute of the McGill University Health Centre.  This fellowship has been created by the Montreal Chest Institute Foundation, to recognize the late Dr. Margaret Becklake, a pioneering clinician-researcher in respiratory physiology and epidemiology.  In keeping with Dr. Becklake’s values and philosophy, it is intended to support the training of future research leaders in respiratory health in low- and middle-income countries, and future research leaders from Canadian Indigenous communities.
Eligibility:  Although any research trainee may apply, priority will be given to applicants who are either: 1) citizens and current residents of low- or middle-income countries,  as defined by the World Bank  or 2) members of a Canadian or US Indigenous community (First Nations, Inuit, or Métis). Similarly, for foreign applicants, priority will be given to applicants who intend to return to their home countries to take up respiratory research there.

Becklake Fellowship recipients must pursue either a graduate degree (MSc or PhD) or postdoctoral fellowship (post PhD or post MD) at McGill University.  Whether they are graduate students or postdoctoral fellows, they are expected to devote 100% of their time to their research and related course work.  Strong preference will be given to applicants who have not yet begun their proposed research at McGill at the time of application.

Important:  Applicants interested in graduate studies must apply to the appropriate graduate degree program at McGill.  Please ask your supervisor for additional information about this, if you have not already done so.
Supervisors: Must be McGill University faculty members, who are MD or PhD scientists eligible to supervise graduate students.  Supervisors must be based at the Meakins-Christie Laboratories and/or the Respiratory Epidemiology and Clinical Research Unit, with a minimum 50% time commitment to research (minimum: equivalent to FRQS Chercheur-Boursier Clinicien).  They must demonstrate proof of operating funds needed to conduct the proposed research, and of matching funds (see below).

Research Areas: Any area of respiratory research is eligible for support.
Funding Available: Up to $17,500 per year from the Becklake Fellowship. The value of the award may be adjusted depending on the degree sought. The supervisor will be required to match Fellowship funds on a 1:1 basis, meaning that they must contribute at least 50% of the Becklake Fellow’s total stipend, up to a total stipend of $35,000 per year.  Supervisors are required to ensure that all trainee or postdoctoral stipends respect the RI-MUHC guidelines for minimum stipend amounts. It is expected that up to one Fellowship will be awarded for 2024-2025.  

The Fellowship cannot be used to supplement awards from other Canadian funding agencies e.g. CIHR, FRQS.

Note that these funds will cover the Fellow’s research stipend.  The Becklake Fellowship cannot provide additional funding for tuition, health insurance, moving expenses, or other fees.
Funding Dates and Duration: Funding will start no earlier than July 1, 2024.  The Fellowship will be awarded for one year, renewable once by application.
Application Deadline and Submission: April 1, 2024 (no exceptions). Please email your complete application to: inga.murawski@mail.mcgill.ca
Selection Process:  All applications will be reviewed by a committee consisting of the directors of the Meakins-Christie Laboratories, the Respiratory Epidemiology and Clinical Research Unit, and the Respiratory Division of the McGill University Health Centre.  Applications will be evaluated based on:

1. Research and leadership potential of the applicant (25%); 
2. The applicant’s future career path, including their potential to contribute to the promotion of respiratory health in their home country or community (25%); 
3. Quality and feasibility of the proposed research project (25%); 
4. Strength of the proposed research training program, including the supervisor, the training environment, and relevant components e.g. course/degree work, technical training, etc. (25%)
Applicants and supervisors will be informed of the selection committee’s decision.
A COMPLETE APPLICATION REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING:

1. Application Form
2. Supervisor CV (CIHR Academic Biosketch Format)
3. Two reference letters: one from your proposed supervisor and one from a previous research supervisor or instructor
DEGREE SOUGHT
Specify whether you will be a MSc ,PhD, or postdoctoral fellowship trainee.
	Degree and anticipated year it will be obtained
	

	Anticipated Start Date
	

	Department
	


SUPERVISORS
	Primary Supervisor 
	

	Co-Supervisor  (if applicable)
	


PERSONAL INFORMATION  
	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Languages Spoken
	

	Languages Written
	

	Country of Citizenship
	

	Country of Residence
	


ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND AWARDS
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
Please submit transcripts with the application. Unofficial transcripts are accepted. Add rows to the table as needed. Provide GPA/grade conversions to the McGill 4.0 scale if necessary. 
	Degree
	Date Started
	Date Completed or Expected
	Department
	Institution
	Cumulative GPA/Total GPA (e.g. 3.75/4.0)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


DISTINCTIONS AND AWARDS 
Please list all distinctions and awards received (travel awards, publication prizes, scholarships, etc…)
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Describe any research experience you have, even if only from undergraduate studies. Describe any experience supervising or mentoring students, teaching, etc… 
PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

PUBLICATIONS 
If applicable, please list any scientific publications. For all publications, please describe your contribution (e.g. experimental design, manuscript preparation, contribution to figures, etc…).  Please clearly separate peer-reviewed original research articles, case reports, review articles, editorials/commentaries, and conference abstracts.
PRESENTATIONS 
If applicable, list any scientific conferences you have attended and indicate whether you presented an oral or poster presentation. For all presentations, briefly describe your contribution to the work.

AREA OF RESEARCH INTEREST AND CAREER GOALS
Describe your general research interests and career goals, and how your proposed training will help you reach those goals. The Margaret R Becklake Fellowship in Respiratory Research is intended to support the training of future research leaders in low- and middle-income countries, and future research leaders from Canadian Indigenous communities.  You must clearly indicate how your proposed training will help you work toward the improvement of respiratory health in your home country (if LMIC) or in Canadian Indigenous communities (if Indigenous) (max 1 page). 
PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT 

Provide a project title and a 1 page description of the research project.
Project Title
Project Description (max 1 page)
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FROM PROPOSED SUPERVISOR(S)

Describe any other relevant training activities that will take place during the fellowship (e.g. the applicant will gain skills X and Y, and take course Z).

Indicate the source of operating funds required for the research project. 

As the supervisor, it is required that you match the fellowship funds on a 1:1 basis (i.e. 50% of the total stipend, up to a total stipend of $35,000 per year, depending on the degree level). Indicate the source and amount of matching funds.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
For the letter from the proposed supervisor: Provide a statement of endorsement for the applicant. Describe the role the applicant will have in the proposed research project as well as within your respective research program. If the applicant is co-supervised, indicate how the project will be jointly directed by the two co-supervisors. (max 2 pages)

For the letter from a previous research supervisor or instructor:  Provide the name, affiliation and contact information for the individual. Please have the letters sent directly to Inga Murawski by email. Letters received after the deadline will not be accepted.
	Name of external reference
	

	Affiliation
	

	Relationship with applicant
	

	Email
	


FUNDING
CURRENT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FUNDING SUPPORT
List all current internal and external funding support (e.g. awards, divisional support, entrance scholarships)

	Institution or Agency
	Type of Award
	Amount and Dates of Award

	
	
	

	
	
	


PENDING INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FUNDING SUPPORT
Provide proof that you have applied to all eligible external funding agencies, including the RI-MUHC Studentship & Fellowship Competition. If the award deadline is after this competition deadline, please indicate. If you are not eligible for external funding, please indicate why. 

	Institution or Agency
	Type of Award
	Application Deadline
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