MEAKINS-CHRISTIE LABORATORIES

2023 COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH STIPEND SUPPORT APPLICATION

	The Meakins-Christie Laboratories are pleased to announce a call to apply for new Meakins-Christie Laboratories Collaborative Research stipend support for Graduate (MSc/PhD) Students and Postdoctoral Fellows. This support was created for the enhancement of collaborative research in respiratory diseases and provides partial support for a full-time trainee.  This award will consider the provision of support to meritorious candidates, with the goals of creating new knowledge and improving our understanding of respiratory diseases. Priority will be given to new students working on collaborative research projects that address “Precision health across the lifespan”.

Guidelines. The Meakins-Christie Laboratories will consider the provision of graduate student or postdoctoral fellow stipend support to meritorious candidates who are working on collaborative research projects involving at least two principal investigators. One investigator must have a primary appointment at the Meakins-Christie Laboratories, while the second investigator must have an appointment at the Meakins-Christie Laboratories, at the Respiratory Epidemiology and Clinical Research Unit (RECRU), or at the RI-MUHC RESP Program. Projects must address at least one of the primary themes of the RI-MUHC Respiratory Program. Priority will be given to projects that address “Precision health across the lifespan” related to respiratory diseases. Precision health across the lifespan broadly addresses the origins of disease, taking into account genetics and molecular drivers of disease together with environmental, dietary and behavioral factors. Research projects may interrogate factors that cause or modify disease and how they can be targeted in a precise way to improved respiratory health or prevent chronic lung disease.
Eligibility. Graduate trainees and postdoctoral fellows are eligible to apply. Priority will be given to new trainees (joined <1 year ago). Prospective students starting in the Winter of 2024 are also eligible to apply. Trainees must provide proof of application to all eligible external funding agencies, including the RI-MUHC Studentship & Fellowship competition. The co-supervisors must demonstrate their ability to provide the resources required to support the proposed project. Applications that include an Assistant Professor as a supervisor are encouraged. Attendance at work-in-progress seminars, research seminars, and roundtables will be taken into consideration when evaluating current trainees.
Evaluation Criteria. Candidates will be evaluated on the basis of:

1. The scientific excellence of the proposed research project and its relevance to the Primary Themes of the RI-MUHC Respiratory Program (rimuhc.ca/resp) and Precision Health Across the Lifespan, as well as the collaborative aspects and synergy of the investigators supervising the project (40%)
2. Academic performance including transcripts, publications/presentations and awards (20%)
3. Letters of recommendation (15%)
4. Supervisors’ statement and demonstration of adequate resources for the project (10%)

5. Past research experience (10%)  

6. Relevance to future career goals (5%) 
Duration of Support. Support is for a one-year period. Trainees are required to attend Meakins and RESP Program events, including work-in-progress seminars, research seminars, roundtables, and journal clubs. Should a trainee be successful in another competition, the Meakins support must be declined. However, if the value of an external award is less than that available from the Meakins, trainees are eligible to receive the difference.  
Value of Award. The value of the award is up to $10,000 per year for a graduate student and $20,000 per year for a postdoctoral fellow, subject to the availability of funds. The remaining trainee stipend is to be equally shared between the two co-supervising investigators. It is anticipated that between 1-2 awards will be given, subject to the availability of funds. Awards will start no earlier than January 1, 2024. Awardees are required to present their research findings at a work-in-progress and the Annual Respiratory Research Day. 
Deadline. The deadline for applications is February 22, 2024. Candidates must complete and submit the application form to Inga Murawski inga.murawski@mail.mcgill.ca by email. For further information please contact Inga.
Review Process. Applications will be reviewed by members of the Studentship Selection Committee, which will be appointed by the Director of the Meakins-Christie Laboratories.



A COMPLETE APPLICATION REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING:

· Completion of this form.
· Name and contact information of one external individual that will provide a letter of reference. Please have the letter sent directly to Inga Murawski by email.
· Academic transcripts. Unofficial transcripts are accepted and can be scanned and attached to the e-mail.
· Proof of application to internal and external funding agencies, as required. 
Completed applications should be sent as e-mail attachments to Inga Murawski (inga.murawski@mail.mcgill.ca) by the application deadline. Late applications will not be accepted. 
DEGREE SOUGHT
Specify whether you are a MSc ,PhD, or PDF trainee and the year of study (e.g. MSc1 or PhD3 or PDF2). For prospective trainees, indicate your anticipated start date. 
	Current Degree and year
	

	McGill Department
	

	Start Date of Degree
	


SUPERVISORS 
The Research Supervisors sponsoring your application should review the application and be CCd on the e-mail at application submission. 
	Primary Supervisor 
	

	Co-Supervisor 
	


PERSONAL INFORMATION OF APPLICANT 
	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	E-mail Address
	

	Are you a citizen or current resident of a low – or middle-income country as defined by the World Bank, or a member of a Canadian or US Indigenous Community?

	If Yes, Please Specify
	

	Country of Citizenship
	

	Country of Residence
	


ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AND AWARDS (20%)
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
Please submit transcripts with the application. Unofficial transcripts are accepted. Add rows to the table as needed. Provide GPA/grade conversions. Applications from new students and prospective students are encouraged. Convert all GPAs onto a 4.0 scale as necessary. 
	Degree
	Date Started
	Date Completed or Expected
	Department
	Institution
	Cumulative GPA/Total GPA (e.g. 3.75/4.0)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


DISTINCTIONS AND AWARDS 
Please list all distinctions and awards received (travel awards, publication prizes, scholarships, etc…)
PUBLICATIONS 
If applicable, please list any scientific publications. For all publications, please describe your contribution (e.g. experimental design, manuscript preparation, contribution to figures, etc…).

PRESENTATIONS 
If applicable, list any scientific abstract and indicate whether you presented an oral or poster presentation. For all presentations, describe your contribution to the work.
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (10%)
Describe any techniques with which you have prior hands-on experience, even if only from undergraduate laboratory experience. Describe any experience supervising students, teaching, etc… 
AREA OF RESEARCH INTEREST AND CAREER GOALS (5%)
Describe your general research interests and any career goals you may have at this time (1/2 page).
PROPOSED RESEARCH PROJECT AND COLLABORATIVE ASPECT OF PROJECT (40%)
Provide a project title and a 1 page description of the collaborative research project, including its relevance to the primary research themes of the RI-MUHC Respiratory Program (rimuhc.ca/resp). Outline how the project will be jointly directed by the two supervisors. 

1. Project title.

2. Project description. Include the following information: Background, Aim(s) or purpose of research, Methods used, Findings/results, Conclusion and Impact of research. (~1 page)
3. Relevance of proposed research project to the primary research themes of the RI-MUHC Respiratory Program. Projects must address at least one of the primary themes of the RI-MUHC Respiratory Program. (max ½ page)
4. Collaborative aspect of the proposed research project and how the project will be jointly directed by the two supervisors. (max ½ page)
5. Relevance to “precision health across the lifespan” (if applicable). To be completed in collaboration with the two supervisors. Priority will be given to projects that address “precision health across the lifespan” related to respiratory diseases. Precision health across the lifespan broadly addresses the origins of disease, taking into account genetics and molecular drivers of disease together with environmental, dietary and behavioral factors. Research projects may interrogate factors that cause or modify disease and how they can be targeted in a precise way to improved respiratory health or prevent chronic lung disease. (max ½ page)
LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION (15%)
Provide the name, affiliation and contact information for the individual that will provide a letter of reference. Please have the letter sent directly to Inga Murawski by email by the application deadline. Letters received after the deadline will not be accepted. 
	Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Email
	


SUPERVISORS’ STATEMENT AND DEMONSTRATION OF ADEQUATE RESOURCES FOR THE PROJECT (10%)
As the proposed co-supervisors, provide a brief statement of endorsement for the applicant. Describe the role the applicant will have in the proposed collaborative project or within your respective research program. Indicate the source of operating funds required for the research project. 

FUNDING
CURRENT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FUNDING SUPPORT
List all current internal and external funding support (e.g. awards, divisional support, entrance scholarships)
	Institution
	Type of Award
	Amount

	
	
	

	
	
	


PENDING INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL FUNDING SUPPORT
Provide proof that you have applied to all eligible external funding agencies, including the RI-MUHC Studentship & Fellowship Competition. If the award deadline is after this competition deadline, please indicate. If you are not eligible for external funding, please indicate why. 

	Institution
	Type of Award
	Application Deadline

	
	
	

	
	
	


4

